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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E D I T I O N

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.

-Acts 1:8



NEWS FROM GREAT COMMISSION EUROPE
ARMENIA
Tigran Z. oversees five house churches in the area around Yerevan that 
focus on the poor. A team from Ukraine visited this summer and helped to 
open new doors of ministry for Tigran and his team.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
A church plant team from New Life Detroit and Ann Arbor, MI will be 
partnering with GCE and Pioneers to strengthen an existing initiative in 
Sarajevo and serve as a training location for expanded Balkan ministry 
beginning in 2017.

CZECH REPUBLIC
Jack Stockdale and Timmy Powers have built connections with a network 
of churches. The need for missionaries is great, as CZ is one of the most 
atheistic countries in the world. Jack and Timmy have led two short-term 
teams into various parts of CZ and have involved several GCC churches in 
trying to build a long-term team to send to this needy country.

GERMANY
The Dortmund church continues to focus outreach on children to reach 
families. A team is being formed to begin a new church near a Turkish 
community. Under the leadership of Martin & Heike Bonnet, The Bridge in 
Cologne is reaching university students. In addition to raising up national 
leaders, Martin uses his occupation as a professor to speak to other 
professors and graduate students. The Rock Berlin, led by John & Stephi 
Goering, is reaching the neighborhood where the church meets.  

ITALY
Turin’s Il Rifugio continues transferring responsibility to nationals and 
outreach at the university under Paul & Janice Meiburger. Anthony Testa 
ministers in Cheiri with this wife, Nikki. In Milan, the work at Bicocca 
University is growing through the leadership of Frank & Pam Apisa and 
Steve & Debi Ogle. They are particularly effective at using English clubs for 
outreach. 

MOLDOVA
A team of nationals coordinated by Stas B., is multiplying disciples and 
churches in a number of locations. River Ridge Church from West Virginia 
actively engages with Stas and the group of churches there and Timmy 
Powers maintains a close coaching relationship with him.

NETHERLANDS
A team is focused on working directly with the refugee community. Linda 
Kitchen with Matthijs and Patricia van Engelen work with immigrant Jesus-
followers to reach fellow immigrates with the gospel in hopes of beginning a 
network of house churches. Amsterdam50 as a church body has discontinued 
gathering and is in the process of transitioning to a network of house 
churches. 

POLAND
The Zubenkos minister to a growing house church in Poznan. Several 
people were recently baptized and the gospel is spreading through several 
networks of relationships. The church planting efforts and gospel music 
ministry of Andrzej Gorski are encouraging.

ROMANIA
David and Amy Cato continue to see a house church network develop in 
Braşov, focusing on students, university faculty, and young families. This 
summer, along with the help of South Ridge Church from West Virginia, they 
planted a new ministry in the Gypsy village of Garceni. In Şardu, plans for 
a permanent location are on hold, but existing missions to gypsies and the 
poor continue.

Please send inquiries to:
info@gceweb.org

For more information, please visit:
www.gceweb.org

RUSSIA 
Vitaly K. leads two St. Petersburg house churches focusing on students and 
young families and he coaches house churches in other cities as well.

SERBIA
Fellowship Church (College Station, TX) has formed a church planting 
team that will arrive temporarily in Sarajevo in 2017/2018 in preparation 
to relocate and reach an unengaged, unreached Bosniak people group in 
southern Serbia. 

SPAIN
In Madrid, Pastors Alex Gonzalez and José Cabal focus on evangelism 
and are raising up other leaders. Dom & Damaris Marrone in Pamplona 
developed excellent relationships with other evangelical groups and are 
reaching students on two university campuses. This year they opened a 
ministry center, allowing them to have a gathering spot to reach students. 
Wauner & Ana Ruiz moved to their hometown Gijón from Madrid and host 
a fellowship there.

SWEDEN
Two long-term teams to Stockholm are being sent by GCE, Riverbend 
Community Church, Gator Christian Life, and h20 Kent State with two local 
Swedish EVK churches. One team will be focused on university students 
and the other on refugee communities. Sarah Bedi of Riverbend moved 
to Stockholm from Lulea to help with these new initiatives and strategic 
partnerships. She will continue her relationship with the church network in 
Lulea. Rom Rwamamara and family continue to serve in the small town of 
Skövde. They are interested in refugee ministry in their city.

UKRAINE
Spring of Hope in Kiev, is led by nationals and coordinated by Andre Y., with 
David & Mindy Henson. Sasha S. and Kolya S. lead another church with an 
effective training program reaching students, families, and internationals. 
Networks of “simple churches” are in seven cities. Ministry focuses on young 
people and families while working with orphans, addicts, alcoholics, and 
women with unplanned pregnancies.

OTHER GCE NEWS

UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS 

Over the past two years, God has allowed refugees to migrate into Europe 
from the hardest to reach countries in the world. This provides GCE with a 
unique opportunity to bring the gospel to people who otherwise would not 
hear. As a part of GCE’s Vision 2020 and in partnership with the Finishing 
Initiative, Robbie McAlister and Joe Dunn are forming partnerships in 
‘gateway cities’ to adopt the unreached, unengaged peoples who have 
migrated to Europe. 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY IN WESTERN EUROPE 

There is significant opportunity for university students to combine missions 
with education. Tuition-free education is available in several European 
countries and in many cases the programs are English-only. We are creating 
a “clearinghouse” to connect Americans to locations where they can be 
active in missions while getting a free degree. 

GREAT COMMISSION CHURCHES WORKS WITH GCE IN THESE COUNTRIES



ASIA & LATIN AMERICA
L I N C 
I N  T H E 
D O M I N I C A N 
R E P U B L I C

By Thomas Lemus

For several years, God 
has used the Laborers Impacting Nations for Christ (LINC) 
program to train leaders to serve national and international 
churches and ministries. Part of this training is spent in San 
Pedro De Macoris, Dominican Republic to become skilled 
at making disciples abroad. This year, LINC teamed up with 
Pastor Sergio Sabino to help reach people with the gospel 
alongside our sister church in San Pedro De Macoris. It was a 
blessing to see how, young and old, the Dominican Christians 
literally “left the building”. Many came daily with us to share the 
gospel and to start discipleship groups. We saw the hand of 
God as the LINC team and the local church teamed up for this 
great venture. 

The church in San Pedro De Macoris is experiencing a revival. 
More than a dozen people have been added to the church’s 
number. Pastor Sabino shared that every day someone is 
out witnessing and more than 20 people are leading a bible 
study in their homes. The church in San Pedro de Macoris 
is very grateful to the LINC team for their love and sacrifice 
and also to the Awaken Church in Jacksonville and the Rock 
Miami for continuing the work. God used these partnerships 
tremendously. Please pray for continued growth and 
excitement for the gospel.

G C L A  S N A P 
S H O T : 
V E N E Z U E L A

by Carlos Garcia

Since Hugo Chavez took 
power in 1999, Venezuela has suffered the worst economic, 
social, and human rights predicament in its history. The 
economy has been falling by 7% per year, while inflation 
is about 720% per year. It is reported that more than 80% 
of Venezuelans live in poverty. Each day the general public 
faces the reality of shortages in medicine, water, electricity, 
toilet paper, rice, milk, cooking oil, and other basic foods. As 
the economy spirals into chaos, how is the GCLA church in 
Valencia, Venezuela coping?

In the midst of many personal needs, suffering and 
persecution, the Christians in Valencia are a beacon of light 
to their neighbors through acts of love. Church members 
give away food, do repairs, and plant gardens that serve as 
a food supply. Also, due to the shortages of food staples, 
the church hosts workshops on how to cook the limited 
available food.

This sacrificial service by the church in Valencia is blessing 
hundreds living in hopelessness. Consequently, many of 
these people have given their lives to God. In 2016, the 
church in Valencia has seen a 20% growth in attendance, 
6 new small groups, 10 new leaders, and every month 
new believers are baptized. Recently, GCLA churches 
raised over $9,000 to continue supporting the efforts of 
the church in Valencia to bless people in the community. 

LOOK AMONG THE NATIONS 
by Doug Brown

e3 leadership group is a resource ministry to GCC and other 
like-minded ministries and churches seeking to influence 
Asia for Christ.

“Look among the nations and see; wonder and be astonished. For I am doing a work in your day you 
would not believe if told”, Habbakuk 1: 5

This summer, 26 people from the U.S. and Canada traveled to Asia and served in many 
different ways. We shared the Gospel in a Buddhist village and on college campuses, served 
in an orphanage, participated in a sports camp, and traveled to encourage local believers and 
missionaries.

Our team went to Hong Kong for a Gospel camp while two members and I traveled to visit 
Esther and Hong Bo. They called us to come to meet their church leaders to build a partnership. 
We spent three days with that church and now our hearts are knit together in Christ! Then we 
traveled again and taught a gathering of college students from all over the country.

In summary, mission work is hard work. It is not glamorous but it is glorious!  Each of the 
teams had the privilege of leading people to Christ. Each team member was given challenging 
assignments, which deepened his or her faith. These men and women along with your prayer 
and financial support have changed the world for eternity.  

Contact me at doug@e3leadershipgroup.net.

PAK I S TAN I S  L E AR N  T H E 
G O D  O F L O V E 
By Ken Young

While visiting a church together, I asked my Pakistani 
partner, “How can we help your church reach Muslims 
in your country?” His answer? “Bibles. We need bibles 
to give to Muslims so they can discover God’s forgiveness. Also, many believers cannot afford a 
bible.” Many donated money and all prayed for the distribution of God’s Word. As a result, 4,000 
Urdu bibles were acquired to give to Muslims, Hindus, and Christians. 

God’s word is changing Pakistanis. Muslims fear Allah’s punishment and rejection after death. 
When teaching in Pakistan, I emphasize Jesus’ words, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). Muslims hear that God loves them and how Jesus 
sacrificed for them. “God’s perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18) and Muslims believe. This 
spring, 1,930 Pakistanis prayed to receive Christ.

When I hear the reports of previously unreached villages now having house churches with new 
believers, I rejoice in what God has done. In Pakistan, where 190 million people do not have 
access to the gospel, I anticipate similar reports of many coming to Christ and then reaching 
their unreached communities. Pakistan is 95% unreached. However, many Pakistanis are eager 
to learn about Christ and God’s gift of eternal life.

V I S I O N  F O R M I S S I O N  
By German Acre

My wife, Joy, and I began to be more concerned about local 
missions after we had experienced unfathomable events 
that pushed us to our knees. It was really an unbearable 
problem that concerned our family, our lives, and the church. 
However, the Lord remained faithful to lead us in His way. We were able to start churches here 
in the Philippines and the vision became stronger. 

Then Pastor Mike Bergen mentioned to us the possibility of having a mission in another 
country. From the beginning, it encouraged us to think that maybe we Filipinos could be 
effective missionaries in other Asian countries because of our ability to adjust and fit in with 
other Asian cultures. After that, our passion and vision to fulfill the great commission of Christ in 
other nations grew intensely. We made plans, consulted our mentor Pastor Mike, met regularly, 
prayed, and grew our vision for foreign mission work although we did not know yet where the 
Lord would lead us.

Just recently, the Lord showed us the way as He revealed an open door. We are still in the 
process, but we now have our definite plan for a mission to Bangkok, Thailand. The Lord showed 
us a way to penetrate that country for the gospel by helping the nationals through evangelism 
and planting churches in every village there.



B R I D G E B U I L D E R S 
I S M  I N  T H E  U . S . 
A N D  O V E R S E A S 
by Jim Wiebelhaus

This September, nine young adults will 
either be attending or teaching in an Asian 
university, and will also be part of a Christian 
fellowship. Seven of those nine were trained 
in cross-cultural ministry through their 
participation in ISM here in the U.S., and have 
been to several Bridge Builders Conferences.

From California to Maryland, Minnesota to 
Texas, ISM’s are gearing up for another record 
enrollment of international students on our 
college campuses. Half of these students are 
from the least evangelized countries of the 
world and many know two to four languages.
They are the leaders of tomorrow. For many 
international students, this will be the first 
time they have met a Christian, read a Bible, 
or participated in church.

One former international student from 
Malaysia is now a pastor in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. He visited several of our ISM’s 
here in the U.S. this past September as we 
continue to work together to build bridges 
so that students have a strong web of 
relationships, whether in a U.S. church or a 
church in their home country.

The goal for our growing ISMs and churches 
in the U.S. and overseas is that they would 
multiply into healthy and growing fellowships, 
both international and indigenous, in cities all 
over the world.

SPECIAL FEATURE: 
UNREACHED PEOPLE 
GROUPS  
By Robbie McAlister

Jesus told His followers to “...make disciples of all nations...” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). Most modern day mission leaders agree 
He meant reaching ethnic groups. Today, about half of the 
10,000+ ethnic groups are considered unreached, meaning 
they have fewer than 2% evangelical Christians. It takes a 
certain percentage of people in an ethnic group to form the 

critical mass necessary to disciple “to the fringes” of that group. There are still 3,000+ of those 
ethnic groups that do not have an indigenous church planting movement and over 300 that have 
not even been adopted yet by anyone to engage them with the life saving gospel of Jesus!

When we realize that these numbers represent hundreds of millions of people with no gospel 
access, it makes it more compelling. With The Finishing Initiative, we hope to focus on four 
strategic targets: L.A.S.T.

LOCATE the last peoples by partnering with existing organizations.

ACTIVELY mobilize to engage the last peoples with our churches and international partners.

START church planting movements among the last peoples partnering with nationals.

TRAIN and release national workers to lead and multiply the church among them.

The time is short. Revelation 7:9 says people from every ethnic group will be in heaven worshiping 
God. The time is now for the church to strategically think about how to finish the task Jesus gave 
us. 

There are many opportunities to act locally. Just today I am giving a Bible to a Muslim from a 
Middle Eastern country who said he would like to read it. While the Gospel should be taken 
abroad, we don’t have to travel to begin to reach the last peoples. They are already here!

LETTER FROM JOHN: 
G R A C E  T O  A L L 
by John Hopler, GCC Director

Jesus Christ is the Lord of all. As Abraham Kuyper said, “There is not a 
square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which 
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!” 

One of the greatest evangelistic prayers is found in the Lord’s Prayer. 
Jesus said, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 
6:10).

We know from Revelation 7:9 that in heaven every nation and all tribes and peoples and 
tongues will be standing before the throne and before the Lamb worshiping our glorious 
Savior.   Why wait until heaven for this to happen? Why not now?  

You can pray for the workers featured in this newsletter by joining with others in the GCC 
Prayer Alliance (www.gccweb.org). This weekly video and prayer prompt will unite you with 
prayer warriors throughout the world. 

So join with us as we pray for the nations—that every square inch in the whole domain will 
worship God and His Son Jesus Christ.
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