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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E D I T I O N

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.

-Acts 1:8



NEWS FROM GREAT COMMISSION EUROPE
ARMENIA

Tigran Z. oversees five house churches in the area around 
Yerevan that focus on the poor and church planting efforts of 
other mission groups.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

A church plant team from Michigan is partnering with GCE and 
Pioneers to strengthen a work in Sarajevo and serve as a training 
location for expanded Balkan ministry.

CZECH REPUBLIC

GCE has built connections with a network of churches. This 
summer a team from Raleigh, NC helped to lead an English Camp 
in Ostrava.  There were two salvations and several baptisms.

GATEWAY CITIES

Robbie McAlister and Joe Dunn are forming partnerships in 
‘gateway cities’ to adopt the unreached, unengaged peoples who 
have migrated to Europe. New laborers are in Amsterdam, Berlin, 
Sarajevo, and Stockholm and cities that are being targeted for 
new ministry efforts are Brussels, London, Paris, and Rome.

GERMANY

The Dortmund church continues to focus outreach on children 
to reach families. A team is forming to begin a new church near 
a Turkish community. Under the leadership of Martin & Heike 
Bonnet, The Bridge in Cologne is reaching university students. 
The Rock Berlin, led by John & Stephi Goering, is reaching the 
neighborhood where the church meets.    

ITALY

Turin’s Il Rifugio continues transferring responsibility to nationals 
and outreach at the university under Paul & Janice Meiburger. 
Anthony Testa ministers in Cheiri with this wife, Nikki. In Milan, 
the work at Bicocca University is growing through the leadership 
of Frank & Pam Apisa and Steve & Debi Ogle. 

MOLDOVA

A team of nationals coordinated by Stas B., is multiplying disciples 
and churches in a number of locations. River Ridge Church 
from West Virginia actively engages with Stas and the group of 
churches there.

NETHERLANDS

Currently a team is focused on working directly with the refugee 
community to reach fellow immigrants with the gospel in hopes 
of beginning a network of house churches.

POLAND

The Zubenkos minister to a growing house church in Poznan. 
Several people were recently baptized and the gospel is spreading 
through several networks of relationships.

ROMANIA

David and Amy Cato continue to see a house church network develop 
in Braşov, focusing on students, university faculty, and young 
families. This past year they have seen the Lord at work in the nearby 
community of Garcini. They have launched an after school program 
and a Sunday Bible study, which has grown into a church plant.

RUSSIA 

Vitaly K. leads two St. Petersburg house churches focusing on 
students and young families and he coaches house churches in 
other cities as well.

SERBIA

Fellowship Church (College Station, TX) has formed a church 
planting team that will arrive temporarily in Sarajevo in 2017/2018 
in preparation to relocate and reach an unengaged, unreached 
Bosniak people group in southern Serbia. 

SPAIN

In Madrid, Pastors Alex Gonzalez and José Cabal focus on 
evangelism and are raising up other leaders. Dom & Damaris 
Marrone in Pamplona have seen the Lord establish La Roca 
Pamplona, a campus and community church, focused on making 
disciples, building strong families and reaching students on 
the university campuses. This year, the Spanish government 
confirmed La Roca as a registered Evangelical church in Spain.    

SWEDEN

Two long-term teams to Stockholm are being formed. One team will 
focus on university students and the other on refugee communities.

UKRAINE

Spring of Hope Church in Kyiv focuses on youth and families, with 
an added emphasis on humanitarian aid, due to the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. Sasha S. and Kolya S. lead another church, with 
an effective training program that reaches students, families, 
and internationals. Networks of “simple churches” are in seven 
cities, focusing on young people and families, as well as orphans, 
addicts, alcoholics, and women with unplanned pregnancies.

OTHER GCE NEWS
UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS 

Over the past three years, God has allowed unprecedented 
numbers of refugees to migrate into Europe. These asylum 
seekers are coming from the hardest to reach countries in the 
world.  This provides GCE with a unique opportunity to bring the 
gospel to people who otherwise would not hear. GCE is praying 
that God will provide more laborers and effectively equip existing 
churches to reach these people.

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY IN WESTERN EUROPE 

There is significant opportunity for university students to combine 
missions with education. Tuition-free education is available in 
several European countries and in many cases the programs are 
English-only. Contact GCE (info@gceweb.org) for more details. 

GREAT COMMISSION CHURCHES WORKS WITH GCE IN THESE COUNTRIES



M E N O F 
P E AC E 
I N  L AT I N 
A M E R I C A 

By Carlos Gomez

Great Commission 
Latin America’s mission 
is to plant, develop, and multiply churches in Latin America.

Carlos’s company moved him to Santa Rosa de Copan. He 
had a huge house, company cars, and an excellent school for 
the kids. Carlos used his influence to start a bible study that 
became a church. Unexpectedly, the company restructured 
leaving him with nothing but a newly born church. Carlos 
was the man of peace whom God had called. He decided to 
downsize and stay. Today, the church is thriving.

Julio was walking when we asked him for directions. He 
stopped to help and accepted a ride from us. Little did we 
know Julio was praying for a spiritual awakening in his town. 
Julio became a man of peace. From his household, a solid 
church was birthed in Camalote, Honduras.

A Colombian man, Javier, came to Miami on a business trip 
where he heard the gospel. He asked Nelson, “Would you 
come to Bogotá? You can use my house, family, business, 
and contacts to share this message.” Nelson went with other 
Colombian leaders from Miami and the church was started. 

Our dream to develop leaders who gather in Miami and 
return to their homes with the seed of the Gospel is now 
becoming a reality. “In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit 
and growing throughout the whole world” (Colossians 1:6).

D O M I N I C A N 
R E P U B L I C 
U P D A T E 

by George Sebek

I Peter 5:10 says, 
“The God of all grace..
Himself will perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish 
you.” This has been our prayer for the believers in the 
Dominican Republic. 

God blesses them as they reach out with the gospel on 
campus. The Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo 
has 160,000+ students and is the primary focus for the 
gospel. This past spring was fruitful with many coming to 
Christ and desiring to grow in Him. 

Our goal this year has been to come alongside them for 
personal help, encouragement, and training. 

We have been focused on three primary areas: 1) Personal 
walk with Christ, 2) Unity and working together, and 3) 
Follow-up of new believers.

This past year has had its challenges, but we see God’s 
hand in the DR. We are excited and looking forward to the 
coming year!

FIGHTING THE DEVIL 
IN SOUTH ASIA  
By Mike Keator

Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy.” The devil has been doing this to these precious people in South Asia through 
false religions, witchcraft, diseases, and poverty. 

Biblical monotheism has NEVER held sway. Although the Apostle Thomas brought 
Christianity to India around 50 AD, it never really spread until lately. Now that Christianity 
is beginning to spread, six Indian states have anti-conversion laws and Nepal has followed 
suit. Under the new law, converting someone is punishable by up to six years in prison. 
Hindus use these laws to persecute Christians. In spite of this threat, our teams share the 
truth about Jesus. 

Through worldwide efforts, 65 million people are hearing the gospel for the first time 
annually. Our teams are reaching 650,000 annually, lead 400+ weekly follow-up groups, 
and have started 60+ churches. We praise God for that! 

Run Global teams are like the tip of a spear. The shaft on that spear is the Great 
Commission churches and all the saints in them! Your prayers, gifts, and mission teams 
intensify the thrust of the spear. Thank you for your partnership! You can contact me at 
mike@runglobal.org.

G C A S I A  U PDAT E  
By Doug Brown

We have established churches and strategic Asian 
partners in 10 countries. This year we have added 
three cities and yet there are still so many without 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ! We desire to have a 
gospel presence in every East Asian country by 2030.

We also face the challenge of reaching 2.2 billion unreached people in the world. 81% of 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhist do not personally know a Christ-follower. 95% of pastors 
have no formal training, which creates a seedbed for cults. Pray that the Lord would 
enable His people to fulfill the Great Commission. Jesus said, “This gospel of the Kingdom 
will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony to all people groups and then 
the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). Even so, come Lord Jesus!

A  BIG  S T E P  F OR  T H E 
A M E R IC A N  A N D  PH I L I PPI N E 
G C  C H U RC H E S   
By Mike Bergen

A huge step for both American GC Churches and Philippine GC Churches may take place in 
a couple of months. East Asia is where the majority of the world’s lost are living. Even better 
than an American missionary assimilating into Asia would be an Asian missionary assimilating 
into Asia.  

A veteran Philippine GCC pastor has been trained to plant churches and train leaders. He is an 
experienced church planter who has already been implementing all the GCC core values. He 
is ready to move with his family and another couple as full-time missionaries in an unreached 
part of Cambodia. God has opened amazing doors in Cambodia and they are ready to move 
as soon as the Lord provides finances!  

The Philippine churches don’t have the resources to send them. A GCC American church 
may be unable now to send a missionary pastor into Asia. But you now have an opportunity 
to partner with the Philippine GC Churches to make it happen. It would be a win-win for 
everyone and most of all a win for the unreached in Cambodia! Not to mention a win for the 
Lord, whose passion is that every person would be reached with His love and truth.

(If interested in helping make this happen, contact Mike Bergen at mikerbergen@gmail.com).

ASIA & LATIN AMERICA

Nelson and Lucy Guerra with 
Miami leaders and Bogotá leaders



B R I D G E B U I L D E R S 
I S M  I N  T H E  U . S . 
A N D  O V E R S E A S  
by Jim Wiebelhaus

“The foreigner 

residing among you 

must be treated 

as your native-

born. Love them 

as yourself, for you 

were foreigners in 

Egypt. I am the Lord 

your God.” Leviticus 

19:34 NIV

People of many nationalities are united together 

in our Great Commission churches, taking 

the good news of Jesus Christ to International 

students. Some are now taking the good news 

to college campuses in Asia, where students 

from difficult to reach countries come to study. 

God is building bridges from heart to heart, 

church to church, and country to country.

Vintage Faith (VF) in Manhattan, KS saw a visiting 

scholar from China come to Christ. The professor 

returned to his country last December. Two VF 

pastors visited him in his hometown and were 

able to share the gospel alongside the professor 

and his wife through relationships the couple 

had. In July, VF sent three members of their 

church to explore opportunities for taking the 

gospel to the professor’s city.

Here in the U.S., International students are being 

discipled and trained. For example, a Korean/

Japanese student is leading two Japanese 

students through a Begin in Christ Bible study. 

Churches are sending teams to help a fellowship 

in Asia. Pray for workers to build bridges of 

friendship to the foreigners among us!

REFUGEE CRISIS OFFERS 
UNPRECEDENTED 
EVANGELISTIC 
OPPORTUNITY
By Robbie McAlister

There is a phenomenon that could be one of the greatest 
evangelistic opportunities in the history of the world. This is not 
an overstatement. There are over 65 million people who are 

migrating from their homes because of war, famine, and other tragedies. 

Since 2014, this migration has brought over 2 million refugees into Western Europe. Most of 
the refugees are Muslims and most come from the Middle East, Central Asia, and North Africa. 
Many are among the last ethnic groups to hear the gospel. They come from places that would 
be difficult for missionaries to get into. This convergence of unreached peoples migrating into 
major cities in Western Europe where there is mostly freedom to preach the gospel creates a 
scenario that the church simply cannot ignore. While there are some refugees moving into our 
own country as well, the overwhelming numbers in Europe make focusing there compelling.

Through our relationship with Great Commission Europe and select national ministries, we are 
seeing teams form to move into Europe taking advantage of this special kairos moment.

Lostness is everywhere but could it be that God has created this opportunity so that the church 
would deploy resources to meet the immediate need so that it is not missed? In Acts 17:26-27, 
Paul tells the Athenians that God sovereignly controls the migration and location of peoples so 
they would seek Him. 

Let’s not miss this unprecedented opportunity in our own country and especially in Europe that 
God has put before us! For more information please contact the GCC office, Joe Dunn with GCE 
or myself. We would be glad to help you with this.

LETTER FROM JOHN: 
BLESSING ALL THE FAMILIES 
OF THE EARTH 
by John Hopler, GCC Director

“In Him all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  Genesis 12:3

This word God spoke to Abraham has become my favorite Old Testament 
promise. This promise is stated five times in the book of Genesis and is 
repeated by Peter when he preached the gospel in Acts 3. 

This promise is indeed gospel—“good news.” God promised the good news that through Abraham’s 
descendant, Jesus Christ, all the families of the earth will be blessed.

Is God fulfilling that promise? A quick look at this newsletter shows that He is! Look at the families of the 
earth that are hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ through Great Commission Churches—in Europe, Asia, 
and Latin America. And we are just a small part of what Jesus Christ is doing through His church in the 
world.

You can be a part of fulfilling the Genesis 12:3 promise by joining the GCC Prayer Alliance (www.gccweb.
org), by supporting missionaries, and by sharing the gospel with internationals in the U.S. and overseas. 

So, join in and experience the blessing of the One who promises to bless all the families of the earth!
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