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Preface
There is one essential truth that should inspire every Christian. That one principle, perhaps more than any other, has motivated every man and woman of God throughout history. I believe if God can grip our lives with this message, in time we will never lack anything -- motivation, power, zeal -- anything!
The essential driving motivation I am speaking of is God's love for us. This is what motivates a Christian more than anything else in the world. 2 Corinthians 5: 14 says, "For the love of Christ controls us." The love of God motivates us. 1 John 4:8 says, "The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love."
If you do not know the truth about God's love for you, then you are missing the single most powerful motivation that has driven every man and woman of God who has ever walked this planet. When you realize how much God loves you, you will never lack for motivation to serve Him with all your heart.
There are seven chapters in this booklet. I suggest you read one each day of this next week and let God grip you with the amazing power of His love for you.
Introduction
God's Love Stands Out
What is your concept of God? What do you think about when you think about God? Do you think that God wants to punish you for your sins? He took care of that by dying in your place on the cross. Do you think that God wants to afflict you because you have not been faithful? He wants to train you and develop you. He draws you to Himself with cords of love. Isaiah 30: 18 says that God, at this very moment, is waiting to be gracious to you.
God's most outstanding character quality is love. Understanding this one particular characteristic of God will change your whole life. Paul understood this when he prayed that the churches would know God's love.
In Ephesians, he prayed that they might know the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of God -- so that they would be filled up to all the fullness of God, so that the Spirit could work in them to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that they had ever asked or imagined.
Of all the doctrines described in God's Word, if you miss the doctrine of love, you have missed God.
Chapter One
God Delights in Loving Us
All of us look for love. Nothing excites or encourages us so much as when we discover that someone truly, unselfishly cares about us. But this is often rare. Who is there out • there that really cares? Would you believe me if I said there is someone who loves you with all His indescribable might? That He cannot wait to show you how much He cares? That He is excited about the opportunity of loving you?
"Who is a God like Thee?" Micah 7:18 asks, "who pardons iniquity ...? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love." One translation says, "He delights in showing mercy." He not only does good things for us to meet our need, He loves to help us. God wants to show you as much love as you will let Him show you. He says that He delights in unchanging love.
Isaiah 30: 18 says, "Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is-a God of justice." It is interesting how this passage mentions both God's love and justice." Some people think that because God is a God of justice, He is not a God of love. However, if there is not infinite love, then there cannot be infinite justice. God longs to demonstrate how much He loves you. God is waiting to be gracious and kind to you.
Do you know what gives God great pleasure? Well, Psalm 149:4 tells us that "the Lord takes pleasure in His people." Think of it! God takes pleasure in you. You can give God great pleasure. You can affect the Creator because He takes great pleasure in you. You can also cause God great grief since He cares so much about you. If He took no pleasure in you, you could not grieve Him. Think about your own life. It is those you love the most that can make you the happiest or give you the greatest grief
Jeremiah 31 :20 tells of God talking about Ephraim. "Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him, I certainly still remember him: therefore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him, declares the Lord." Of the one that He had to speak against and discipline, He-still says, "My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him."
Jeremiah 32:41 tells you more about God's love for us. God says, "And I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul." That means God wants you to be successful. Your success reflects upon Him. Because we are God's representatives to the world, His reputation is at stake with you. But above all, He loves you, and wants your best.
Think of what "God is saying here: "I will rejoice over them to do them good." He is saying, "I am so glad that I can do good for you." I can almost see God and Christ talking in Heaven. God says, "I am rejoicing so much!" And Jesus says, "Father, what are You so happy about today?" And God says, "Today I am going to do those brothers and sisters good. I am so glad for the opportunity to do them good." That is the kind of God we have and that is the kind of love He has for you.
To tell you more about how much pleasure God takes in you, read how the Bible describes the rapture and the joy Jesus will have to take us home to be with Him.
Chapter Two
Overjoyed by God's Love
The love of God is my favorite subject. It motivates me when I think about how much God loves me. I get so excited! Though some may hate me, God loves me. With all His heart He loves me. God is for me! With all His might He is for me and He is for you.
One of the most exciting portions describing God's love is Zephaniah 3:17. It says, "The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior." Now what is He doing? Read on. "He will exult over you with joy, He will renew you in His love. He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy. " The Lord Jesus is literally shouting. He cannot help but shout jubilantly about how strongly He loves us.
One thing that characterized David, the man after God's own heart, was that he knew the lovingkindness of God. In Psalms, David always reminded God of His lovingkindness. He would come to God and say, "God, bless me because You love me."
In 2 Samuel 6, we read that David's wife, Michal, was upset with David because he was actually "leaping and dancing" before the Lord. She thought he looked foolish, but he was simply overjoyed with the love that God had for him and could not contain the joy it brought to his mind and heart. David's joy over God's love affected everyone around him. The children of Israel would go into the temple because they heard David singing and shouting out loud to the Lord.
Isaiah 62:5 states, "For as a young man marries a virgin, so you sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you."
I am sure you have noticed the joy of a bride and groom on their wedding day. I was so happy on my wedding day that I pulled my pants on backwards. But all that excitement falls short of how excited God is about you. You are the bride of Christ. Can you imagine how much He loves you? He loves you to pieces!
When I am around a group of God's people that are lethargic, I think about this verse. It makes me exuberant. I am able to forget what the Christians around me are doing and start concentrating on what Jesus is doing. He is shouting for joy and I join in with Him.
Picture yourself as the bride of Christ. Imagine the joy that God has in His relationship with you. Are you overjoyed by the love that God has for you? Can you imagine being like David and leaping for joy over the Lord and how much He loves you? If you understand how much God loves you, you will begin to learn to respond in excitement. Give God praise by telling someone else today show much God loves you. Use the verses above to get them excited about how much God loves them, too.   1 Thessalonians 4: 16 says Jesus Himself will descend from Heaven with a shout. He is so elated that He can hardly wait to come again and take us home. Perhaps if we were as eager to see Him as He is to see us, we could do even greater things in the world. When you hear the shout and the trumpets of God and the host of angels -- billions of them -- there will be no words to describe it.
Psalm 106:46 further shows God's love. "He also made them objects of compassion." Whatever situation you are in, God has made you an object of His compassion. Right now, God loves to direct His loving attention to you.
So God is excited about the opportunity of showing you love today. Throughout your day, you can stop any time and realize that God is rejoicing over the chance to do good for you right then. He takes great pleasure in you right now. He longs to meet every need you have right now. He is glad He can show you that His love for you will never change. Stop and thank God now for the love He delights to show you and for the assurance that His love will never change.
Chapter Three
God Wants to Wake You Up
What do you think of when you wake up in the morning? God longs for your first thought to be of Him. He wants you to awaken and set your eyes on Him. In an exciting relationship, that would be natural. And no one loves you like God does.
I remember when my wife and I were first married. Sometimes if she was asleep after I woke up, I would try to be quiet. But then I would nudge her to see if she was awake. Then I would push her a little and keep pushing until finally she would "accidentally" wake up. And I would say, "Oh, are you awake?" It was my love for her that caused me to yearn to be with her and to awaken her. I could not wait for her to get up so that we could talk.
Can you imagine God might feel that way toward you? Isaiah 50:4 says, "He awakens me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple." This verse may be referring to the Lord Jesus, but now that He is seated at the right hand of the Father, the one He wants to awaken morning by morning is you. And you thought that it was the alarm clock that woke you up! Instead, it is God who wakes you up each morning because He wants your attention.
When visiting my family in Colorado, something happened to help me understand this better. My little nephew and niece would come into our room in the morning while we were asleep. Somewhere in my subconscious mind I would hear them tiptoe in. They would lift up the comer of the sheet and say, "Uncle Jim, are you asleep? You're not asleep, are you?" Opening my eyes, I would see them standing there eagerly seeking my attention and devotion.
God is the same way toward us. He loves to awaken me to get my attention and my "ear" so I can listen as His disciple. God loves you so much, He desires your fellowship. He will awaken you to talk to you and you to Him.
David was a good example of this. David said, "At midnight I shall rise to give thanks to Thee ...1rise before dawn and cry for help; I wait for Thy words. My eyes anticipate the night watches, that I may meditate on Thy word" (Psalm 119:62, 147, 148). He intentionally woke up in the middle of the night to talk to the Lord. He got up as early as possible to be able to give his attention to the Lord. He did this because of his awareness of how much God loved him and wanted His attention.
There are times when I wake up my wife in the middle of the night to talk to her. My love for her makes me want to communicate with her at every available opportunity. You will never experience a greater and deeper love relationship than the one you have with God. He longs for your attention constantly.
Tonight, if you wake up in the middle of the night, give God your attention. He is anxiously awaiting your fellowship. Tomorrow morning, when you awake, set your eyes first on Him. Listen to Him, talk to Him and give Him joy. Before you go to sleep, plan to wake up with your first thought to be of the Lord and His truth. Let your first waking thought be to thank the Lord for His love for you.
Chapter Four
God's Love is Unfathomable and Unstoppable
The magnitude of the love of God is unfathomable. In one aspect after another, God's love is beyond our imagination.
One aspect of God's love is in His thoughts toward us. We all would love to think that others are thinking kindly of us. If someone truly loves us, they will be thinking of us often. It says in Psalm 139 that His thoughts toward you are without number. Experts say that in a lifetime we think possibly 15 trillion thoughts. But God thinks more thoughts about you every minute than you think in your entire lifetime. He is absorbed with you. He is continually thinking about you and He cannot forget you.
Look what He says about His love in Isaiah 54: 10, "For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken, says the Lord who has compassion on you."
Think about this. Have the Rocky Mountains moved today? Do you expect them to move tomorrow morning? Even if they did, God's lovingkindness will never move for you. His faithfulness is as the dawn, as the sun that comes up every morning. Every time I think of the sun, and every time I think of the mountains, I am reminded of God's steadfast love for me. It is immovable; nothing can shake it.
Jesus Himself said, "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13). Paul told the Galatians, "I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who love me, and delivered Himself up for me" (Galatians 2:20). God's love is so great for us that it took Him to the cross.
To the Romans Paul said, "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:37-38). No matter what you think is an obstacle that may keep God's love from getting to you, Paul says there is nothing that will ever separate God's love from you. It cannot be stopped.
Not only can you never be separated from God's love, but also His love for you lasts forever. In Jeremiah 31:3 God reminds us, "I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness."
When you think of all this love that God has for you, remember that God says it is everlasting. It never wavers. It never changes. It never stops. And absolutely nothing can come between you and God's love for you.
Psalm 103:8 says "The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness."
When I think of the word "abounding," I think of something that happened when my father was involved in the oil business in Texas. Once one of his wells was a gusher, and barrels of oil were literally bursting out of it. They put everything they had on the gusher to try and cap it quickly before it ruined hundreds of square miles of pasture. They got big heavy machinery and tried to come down on it, but the gusher blew it sky high. And for a couple days they could not cap it. There was no way they could stop it. That is exactly what the word "abounding" means when it says God is "abounding in lovingkindness." There is no way you can stop His lovingkindness.
Look at verse 11. "For high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him." The Hull Telescope can see 20 billion light-years into space. That distance is beyond the human mind's ability to comprehend. In one second, light can travel 32 times from New York to California and back. In a split second. There are 31,536,000 seconds in one light-year. And we can see 20 billion light years into space. That does not even begin to measure how high the heavens are! But God's love is greater than the heavens are high!
The highest estimate you can make of God's love for you falls as far short as the earth does from the heavens. Your finite mind cannot even scratch the surface of how much God loves you.
Have you been unsure of whether God's love for you was not great, or that it might stop? God says His love for you is beyond your imagination, immovable, and unstoppable. Take a moment and consider anything that you pad thought could stop God's love. Now on the basis of the above verses, cross it out of your mind. Nothing will stop God's incredible love for you. It will not change. Thank God now for that.
Chapter Five
God Will Never Forget Us
When we are born, God places us in a physical family. Your parents loved you deeply and nurtured you to maturity with patience and pain. God uses them as a picture of His love for us.
Isaiah 49: 14 says, "But Zion said, 'the Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.' Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands."
There is absolutely no way a nursing mother can forget her child. The mother's love is great and there is the constant physical reminder that her child needs her. A mother will not forget and will not lack compassion. But even if there could be a way for her to forget, God says, "I will not forget you." Do you think a mother could actually forget the child she is nursing? Can you imagine such a thing? Do you know that God is nursing you? You are dependent on Him like a nursing child is on his mother. Do you think He will forget you?
No, God will never forget you. There will never be a time when He is too busy for you or you are no longer special to Him. He is always available. .Not only is He available, He is always taking special initiative to find out our needs and meet them, just like a nursing mother would.
Though God has compassion that is even greater than that of a nursing mother, there is an even bigger reason why He will never forget us. Romans 5:8 says that God proved His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. In Isaiah 49: 16 it says, "I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands." When Christ died on the cross, He had you "tattooed" on His hands. He had you permanently bored into His hands. In the Old Testament, a slave who was to be set free could choose to remain a slave to his master forever. He would be called a bondslave and would have a hole bored through his ear to signify his choice to be a slave. The holes that were bored into Jesus' hands show us His total commitment to us.
Christ has holes in His hands as a permanent remembrance of you. If He ever forgot to love you, all He would have to do to remember is look at His hands. If you ever do not think that God loves you, all you need to do is look at His hands. You are not going to carry one scar of sin into eternity ... not one. Jesus' body will be scarred for all eternity.
When Jesus was ascending to the Father, the last thing the disciples saw were His hands outstretched as He was blessing them. And He is going to wash your feet when you see Him again with those very same pierced hands (Luke 12). While I do not know what your concept of God is, I do know that God had you bored into His own hands. He will never forget you or stop loving you.
Stop and think now how Christ's death on the cross will be for all eternity a reminder to Him of His unfailing love and commitment to you.
Chapter Six
God Loves Like A Father
There is another member of the family that God likens Himself to. In the last chapter, we saw that God loves us even more than a nursing mother does her child. In this chapter, we see that God says His love for us is like that of a father.
Psalms 103: 12-13 says" Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him."
In my own thoughts, I have tried to make verse 13 come alive by thinking about my dad. If I was in serious trouble and really needed help, I cannot think of anything my father would not do for me.
When I was four years old, my family started teaching me to swim. One day when I was in a pool with water up to about the top of my nose, I decided to go a little farther out into the deep end. I took one more step and I hit the angle where the bottom of the pool started dropping off quickly and I went right under.
I remember thinking this was the end of my life. I thought, "It is just seconds now and I am going to be dead." All these thoughts went through my mind. Then all of a sudden, when I thought it was all over, two big hands grabbed me and lifted me right out of the water. Somehow, at the opposite end of the swimming pool, Dad had seen me go under. He dived in, swam under water, and came up right under me.
One time I was playing basketball in high school. I went up for a basket and got knocked out. My father immediately began leaping over fans in an enormous crowd, jumped out of the stands, and ran right out onto the court. At that time in my life it embarrassed me, but later I got to thinking about how much love my father had for me.
These stories are examples of natural, fatherly compassion. If a father has compassion on his children, how much more will our Heavenly Father have compassion on us! Sometimes we think God is ready to wipe us out. In reality, He has more compassion for you than your own father does, and even that is a poor analogy.
Jesus said, "What man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!" (Matthew 7:9-11). If human fathers are compassionate and quick to help, how much more God will be quick to give us all good things! How much more God will be quickly available for our every need!
Your father mayor may not have had this kind of love for you. But regardless of your experience, God's love for you is like that of a father for his children ...protective, compassionate and consistent. He knows exactly what you need, and is excited to give it to you. Tell God now that you want to place your life into His loving and protective care. He is ready.
Chapter Seven
My God Really Loves Me
The Song of Solomon is an allegory -- a story of a love relationship that can describe the way God loves us. As you read it, you can visualize the kind of love God has for you.
In chapter 2, verse 4 we find the woman talking about her loved one: "He has brought me into his banquet hall, and his banner over me is love." The Living Bible says, "Everyone can see how much he loves me. His banner over me is love." That is God's banner over you -- His love. When you look at yourself in the mirror today, visualize a giant banner over your head proclaiming how much God loves you.
Verse 8 says, "Listen! My beloved! Behold, he is coming, climbing on the mountains, leaping on the hills! My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag ...My beloved responded and said to me, 'Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come along. For behold, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers have already appeared in the land ...The fig tree has ripened its figs and the vines in blossom have given forth their fragrance. Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come along!"
Do you see the picture of the joyous fellowship God wants to have with you?
If somehow you wish you were more beautiful, you do not know God's love. God considers you beautiful right now. Chapter 4, verse 1 says, "How beautiful you are, my darling, how beautiful you are!" He thinks you are beautiful. Verse 7: "You are altogether beautiful, my darling, and there is no blemish in you ...How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much better is you love than wine, and the fragrance of your oils than all kinds of spices!"
Some time ago the Lord gave me one verse in this chapter that unlocked a response to God that I never had before. It made me see God's love for me in a new way. This verse is overwhelming to me. It is verse 9: "You have made my heart beat faster, my sister, my bride; you have made my heart beat faster with a single glance of your eyes."
Here is what I think of whenever I read it. When I was in high school, I would go from one puppy love relationship to another. I can remember walking down the halls and seeing the girl I was "madly" in love with walking down the hall toward me. I would act like I did not see her coming. I would get pretty close, not too close, but just near enough so that she could glance at me.
So there I was, walking down the hall and she was walking toward me. And she glanced at me. I caught her glance and my heart started pounding. I wanted to say something but I could not. I just sort of kept walking and my heart pounded all the way to the classroom. I did not hear the teacher for the entire class. That happened to me more than once back then, and that is nothing compared to my relationship with my wife.
But God's love is greater than the greatest passions we experience. There is no way I can comprehend God's love -- it is too fantastic! Think of God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the One who is giving you every breath to take, the King of Kings, the Eternal One, the Glorious One, the One who is all glory and splendor and majesty. God is .' up there in His holy array and He looks down. He is constantly looking at you. He looks at you and He looks at you ....
And every once in a while you look at Him. But when you just glance at Him, He says, "My heart starts pounding, faster and faster, every time you just glance at me." When you just glance at the Lord, His heart starts pounding, faster and faster.
Today, focus your eyes on the Lord. When you look at Him, think how excited He is. His heart is pounding faster in excitement. That is how much God loves you. That is how excited God is to have your attention. There is no way your life can be the same once you discover the love relationship your Creator has with you.
I want to tell you, God really loves you. He loves you more than anything else in the world. 0, God's desire for you and my prayer to God for you, is that you know how much He loves you!
